
 
 

 

Seeding & Blind Draw 
  

 
11.3 Team Seeding and Bracket Positioning  

11.3.1 Teams which participated in and completed the Arizona Premier League 
shall be seeded according to their final standing (in accordance with APL seeding 
policies), i.e. teams which finished 1st in Division I of the Arizona Premier League 
of the same age group shall be seeded #1 in the Arizona Championships, teams 
which finished 2nd will be seeded #2, and so forth.  

11.3.1.1 Exception: Any team that wins the US Youth Soccer’s National 
League (any division) will earn the #1 seed in their age group above the 1st 
place winner in Division 1 of the Arizona Premier League.  
11.3.1.2 Any APL team that plays up in age bracket for Advanced Leagues 
and is 1st place in that older age group will receive the next highest seed to 
the 1st place winner of the Arizona Premier League.  
11.3.1.3 For the 12U – 18U age groups, all APL teams will be seeded 
accordingly. The seeding for the 19U age group will be a blind draw except 
for the first two spots. The top 2 teams from the 19U APL division will be 
seeded #1 and #2.  
11.3.1.4 In the event a team from the Arizona Premier League does not 
participate in the Arizona Championships, its seeded position will be 
replaced by the next team in line from the Arizona Premier League.  
11.3.1.5 Teams in State League 1 or State League 2 are not seeded and are 
open positions to be considered in the “blind draw”.  

11.3.2 All other team positions in the tournament brackets will be decided by a 
“blind draw” as follows:  

11.3.2.1 Each bracket position to be determined by blind draw will be 
assigned a number.  
11.3.2.2 Each non-seeded team will be randomly assigned a letter (A, B, C, 
etc.).  
11.3.2.3 The ASA will designate one person to draw numbers blindly. This 
number will specify the bracket position to be assigned.  
11.3.2.4 This letter will designate which team will occupy that bracket 
position.  



11.3.2.5 The letters and numbers will be drawn one by one, matching one to 
the other, until all are drawn.  
11.3.2.6 In the event a “miss draw” occurs, the entire flight will be redrawn. 
11.3.2.7 The ASA Cup Committee will determine bracket format based on 
participating teams.  

11.3.3 During Group Play, the higher seed will be awarded home field advantage 
when teams in a match are located in Tucson and the greater Phoenix area.  

11.3.3.1 Group Play games will be located in the areas that make up the 
majority of teams such as the Phoenix or Tucson areas.  
11.3.3.2 Teams must agree to play at the location and times scheduled at the 
sole discretion of the Tournament Director with advisement from the Cup 
Committee.  
11.3.3.3 If a match between a team outside of the greater Phoenix or Tucson 
area is scheduled, the Tournament Director has the authority to place the 
match in a location that is geographically more practical between 
opponents.  
11.3.3.4 The Tournament Director will attempt to schedule games at fields 
that are of suitable quality for cup play (including regulation sized goals) 
and which the ASA is readily able to operate with regards to cost and 
personnel.  
11.3.3.5 For the 2020 competition, games may be held in Tucson, the greater 
Phoenix area, Maricopa, and Casa Grande.  

11.3.4 After the blind draw is completed, teams which withdraw from the 
competition, forfeit a match, or are otherwise determined to be ineligible, will not 
be replaced by a new team. Their bracket positions will be vacated, resulting in a 
“bye” game for their opponent.  

11.3.4.1 Brackets will not be redrawn due to a team withdrawing or found 
ineligible.  
11.3.4.2 A forfeit from any match will result in the removal of the team from 
the competition.  
11.3.4.3 Teams which withdraw from the competition or are found ineligible 
after the blind draw has been conducted will forfeit their entry fee, including 
any administration fee(s). Additionally, the team’s club will be fined $500. 
11.3.4.4 Teams which withdraw from the competition or forfeit a 
Championship Match that is subject to a berth at Regionals as Champion or 
as Wildcard will result in an additional fine of $1500 minimum. 

     
   

    
 


