
 
 

JANUARY 1 TRANSFER POLICY 
(Replacing November 1 Policy) 

8/3/2026 

  
Players who transfer from one club to another club after January 1 will be ineligible for participation in 
both Arizona Presidents Cup (GOLD U13-U19) and in the Arizona State Cup for that seasonal year.  A 
transfer is defined as the process by which a player changes club affiliation, moving from one club 
and re-registering to a team within a different club within the same seasonal year. A Team that transfers 
clubs is defined as individual players transferring and is also included in this policy and therefore any 
player transferring after January 1 is ineligible as indicated above. 

• This policy is in effect for Tier 1, Tier 2, Tier 3 and Academy players. 
• The January 1 Transfer deadline does not apply to players registered as In-House/Tier 4.  
• A player who submits an online player release request by 11:59 PM on January 1 is considered 

CUP eligible and is not required to be re-registered with a new club by the January 1 deadline, as 
they will be classified as an unregistered player. 

Exceptions: 

• The January 1 Transfer deadline does not apply to the U19 age group for State Cup and 
Presidents Cup. For example, a U17 player may transfer after January 1 and play for a U19 Age 
group team in either State Cup or Presidents Cup.  

• If a team dissolves after the high school season, the club should make every reasonable effort to 
place affected players on another team within the club that is eligible to compete in the State 
Cup or Presidents Cup, provided the player wishes to participate in Cup competition. 

o If the club cannot provide that opportunity, the player or players are free to join another 
club for participation in either Presidents or State Cup. 

o Those players should not face transfer consequences for leaving, because the club was 
unable to offer them a chance to participate.  

• A player who transfers to a new club after January 1 may still be eligible to participate in the 
State Cup or Presidents Cup if the transfer is the result of the player and/or their family 
relocating, and the player's new home is located more than 60 miles from their previous club. 
Documentation of the change of residence may be required to verify eligibility. 

The ASA Player Eligibility Committee is responsible for reviewing each exception request and making 
the final decision on whether the player is eligible to participate. 

Example: 
1. A player requests an exception (such as a relocation over 60 miles or because their team 

dissolved).  
2. The ASA Player Eligibility Committee reviews the facts and any supporting documentation.  
3. The committee determines whether the player meets the requirements and is eligible to play in 

the State Cup or Presidents Cup.  
 

This means the committee has the final authority to approve or deny eligibility based on the applicable 
rules and the specific circumstances. 


